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       February 14, 2012 

       Myerstown, PA  17067 

 

 

 President Bryan Rittle called the regular monthly Myerstown Borough Council 

meeting to order at 7:00 p.m., prevailing time on Tuesday, February 14, 2012.  The 

meeting was held in Council Chambers in the Myerstown Municipal Building, 101 E. 

Washington Ave., Myerstown, PA  17067-1142. 

 

 The Council members and their guests paid their respects to the flag. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

 Present were:  President Bryan Rittle, Vice President Gloria R. Ebling, Teresa 

Allwein, Michael Behm, Keith Fox, Barry Lutz and John Reynolds; Mayor Thomas 

Lush; Treasurer Lee C. Smith; Solicitor Fred Wolf; Public Works Supervisor Dave Fake; 

WWTF Supervisor Dennis Mann; Patrolman Lois Dahl; Planning Commission Chairman 

James Yiengst; and Asst. Secretary Dianna M. Dohner. 

 

MINUTES: 

 

 Motion by Mr. Lutz:  Second by Mrs. Ebling:  To approve the minutes of the 

January 3, 2012 meeting with the correction there were not six votes for the nomination 

of Vice President but five; January 10, 2012 meeting with the correction of the word 

SCATA to SCADA and T.C. to T. S.; the January 18, 2012 meeting and change the date 

on the January 8, 2012 meeting minutes to February 8, 2012.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

CITIZENS’ AND VISITORS’ COMMENTS: 

 

 Mr. Donald Brown of 300 W. Main Avenue was present to bring to Council’s 

attention and give a brief history of the Borough’s incorporation.  He stated the Borough 

has been incorporated for 100 years this year, and he asked if Council could pass a 

resolution acknowledging the hundred-year mark. 

 

 Mr. Steve Hammer of 5 W. Richland Avenue was present concerning the 

Borough’s parking lot at Peach Alley.  He asked why there were parking restriction signs 

installed and if they can’t be removed.  President Rittle asked Mr. Fake to address this 

issue.  Mr. Fake said they were trying to clean up the area and he added that cars were 

able to park there during snowfall so the Borough crew can clean the streets and 

emergency routes.  He said that the Borough’s Highway Committee would be asked to 

look into the issue. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT: 

 

 Mayor Lush presented his monthly report to Council.  He also noted he met with 

the officers and informed them they should make increased efforts on speed checks – and 

told them to do at least two speed checks per week.  They were given forms to be 

completed by all to report to Council as individuals. 

 

 Work is being done on a new lap top computer for the one police cruiser.  They 

looked at North Lebanon Township’s computer.  The cost is a problem for that type of 

computer.  The matter of the computer will be checked into further.  They will check with 

the State Police to see what type of computer they are using in their cruisers. 

 

 There are about four unregistered vehicles that are being checked into. 

 

 Mayor Lush also reported that he contacted Attorney Mike Miller but hasn’t heard 

back from him.   

 

 He informed Council that he has some property maintenance items to discuss and 

will discuss them in Executive Session. 

 

REPORTS TO COUNCIL: 

 

 Officer Dahl presented the monthly Police Report to Council. 

 

 Recreation Commission:  President Rittle reported that the Lebanon County 

Lacrosse Team would like to use the Borough’s field.  He also stated that the Recreation 

Commission would like permission to hold an egg hunt on April 7, 2012.  Mr. Rittle 

stated there is a lifeguard that wants to take the test for chorine and kitchen so he can 

assist the Manager and Assistant Manager with the duties covered under this license.  

President Rittle asked if Council would have a problem with having another pool 

employee take the test.  Mayor Lush asked the lifeguard’s age.  President Rittle said he 

was 18.  Councilman Allwein said that it shouldn’t be a problem if this person is of age.  

Mrs. Ebling said that she did not want to see the Manager and Asst. Manager take 

advantage of the fact the lifeguard has his license and not do their job, as this is part of 

the requirement of the Manager and Asst. Manager getting these positions. 

 

 Motion by Mrs. Allwein:  Second by Mr. Lutz:  To have Chad Hackman take the 

course.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Mr. Mann presented the monthly Wastewater Treatment Report to Council.  He 

also informed Council that Mr. Rehab televised Broad Street and found that the sewer 

line had dropped.  When we have rain it causes flow problems and it backs up to Tech 

Cast, which causes problems with the flow measuring at Tech Cast.  He states this line 

must be repaired.  Mr. Mann said that Mr. Rehab would send their report to ARRO.  

ARRO will review the report and come up with a plan.  He also stated that Richland 



 3 

Avenue had a lot of leaks and slip lining will probably be recommended.  It would be 

grouted first and then slip lined. 

 

 Mr. Fake presented the Public Works Report to Council.  President Rittle asked if 

Darryl Becker from ARRO had got back to Dave concerning the bridges that were 

inspected.  Mr. Fake said that he hasn’t heard back. 

 

OFFICE REPORT: 

 

 The monthly office report was presented to Council. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 

 

 Solicitor Wolf presented his monthly report to Council.  Solicitor Wolf said that 

he checked with Lebanon County Planning Department on where they are on updating 

the Flood Plain Ordinance.  Mrs. Cheyney reported that she has finished the draft and the 

review will be finished in the next thirty days.  After the review, it will be given to the 

municipalities.  It should be ready for action at the Council’s June meeting. 

 

 Solicitor Wolf informed Council on the EIT payment and how the payback was 

going to work.  Fulton Bank is ready to disburse funds and all municipalities are asked to 

sign agreements for Fulton to release the funds.  He also informed the Council on claims 

by other counties that they were not paid the EIT money due to them.  This has caused a 

dispute and it is being looked into. 

 

 Solicitor Wolf discussed the Property Maintenance Code with Council. 

 

 The codification of the ordinances was discussed.  The new Manager is expected 

to look at the current codification and the proposed codification and give his 

recommendation to Council. 

 

 The Sonya Keller notice was discussed. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

 The following communications were received:  Lebanon County Planning 

Department concerning Graystone Bank storm water bonding release; Zinn Insurance 

transmitting January 2012 Client Update; Gannett Fleming transmitting 2011 Annual 

Municipal Wasteload Management (Chapter 94) Report-Jackson Township; Copy of 

Ehrlich Vegetation Management Service Proposal and Agreement for the Police 

Department and Public Works; John Reynolds’ letter of interest in Council position; 

Annual Fire Report from the Keystone Hook & Ladder Company; Robert C. Edwards 

Foundation transmitting Scholarship Application; Lebanon County Planning Department 

transmitting Zoning Administration – Annual Report-2011; Copy of a memo Dianna 

received from Dennis Houser, President of the Dauphin/Lebanon County Boroughs 

Association; PennState tire collection memo; Conrad Siegel transmitting Borough of 
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Myerstown Police Pension Plan Notes to Borough’s Financial Statement; Goodwill 

Special Fire Police Financial Statement for 2011; Morgan Stanley Smith Barney offering 

their services. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

 Mrs. Allwein reported for the Steering Committee.  She said the Community 

Public Meeting went well.  There were about 25 to 30 residents in attendance.  She said 

there would be another meeting in the future.  Mr. Rittle asked if citizens could also 

attend those meetings?  Mrs. Allwein will check to see if these meetings are open to the 

public. 

 

 Mr. Fox, Chairman of the Highway Committee, gave the proposed street 

specifications to Council for them to review and discussion of these will be placed on the 

March Agenda. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

 President Rittle reminded Council there are still openings on the various 

Commissions and Authority and these slots need to be filled. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 Council asked Mrs. Dohner about the progress of the specifications for bidding of 

the bridgework to be done that resulted from T. S. Lee.  Mrs. Dohner stated that she had 

not heard from Darryl Becker as to the progress and she would check to see where we are 

with this project. 

 

 Motion by Mr. Behm:  Second by Mr. Lutz:  To accept the resignation of Mr. 

Dave Houtz from the Myerstown Water Authority with regrets and thank him for his 

service.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Motion by Mr. Fox:  Second by Mrs. Ebling:  To grant permission to the 

Myerstown Church of the Brethren to use the Recreation Area for their annual Easter 

Sunrise Service on April 8, 2012 starting at 7:00 a.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Motion by Mr. Lutz:  Second by Mrs. Allwein:  To grant ELCO Youth Baseball 

permission to use the Small North Legion Baseball Field from March 1st until August 1st 

2012, Monday through Saturday, and to grant ELCO Youth Girls Softball Program to use 

the Borough Municipal Field Mondays, Wednesdays and Friday and to use the Small 

North Legion Baseball Field with the stipulation that their scheduling is worked out with 

the ELCO Youth Baseball Field.  If there are scheduling conflicts between the two 

leagues that cannot be resolved, the use of the fields will be terminated.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 
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 Resolution 2012-09 – Motion by Mrs. Ebling:  Second by Mr. Fox:  To approve 

Resolution 2012-19 appointing Eric Powell to the position of Borough Manager.  Motion 

passed unanimously.  Resolution is attached. 

 

 Motion by Mrs. Allwein:  Second by Mr. Behm:  To allow the use of the Legion 

Field on April 7, 2012 for the Easter Egg Hunt beginning at 9:00 a.m., prevailing time.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Motion by Mr. Lutz:  Second by Mr. Fox:  To approve the Resolution 2012-10 

acknowledging the 100th year anniversary of the Borough of Myerstown being 

incorporated.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Motion by Mrs. Ebling:  Second by Mrs. Allwein:  To approve the office staff 

paying the Borough’s dues for membership in the Dauphin-Lebanon Boroughs 

Association.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

 President Rittle called an Executive Session at 8:25 p.m., prevailing time for legal 

matters and employee matters. 

 

REGULAR SESSION: 

 

 President Rittle reconvened the Regular Session at 10:14 p.m., prevailing time. 

 

 Resolution 2012-11 – Motion by Mr. Lutz:  Second by Mr. Fox:  To adopt the 

new Employees’ Handbook with the revision date changed to March 1, 2012. Roll Call 

Vote:  Behm-yes, Reynolds-abstain, Allwein-yes, Lutz-yes, Fox-yes, Ebling-yes and 

Rittle-yes.  Six yes votes and one abstention - motion passed. 

 

 Mayor Lush informed Council that the Police’s AED is outdated and the 

Myerstown First Aid Unit will donate their used unit with the following stipulations. 

 

1. The AED be kept in the “on duty” police vehicle at all times. 

 

2. That the “on duty” vehicle, respond on all reported Cardiac Arrests or 

Unresponsive Persons in Myerstown Borough when they are able to do so.  

Hopefully this will allow the officer to clear from a non-life threatening 

situations to respond.  This is most important when our duty crew is on 

another call and the AED on the police vehicle will be the first one on the 

scene. 

 

3. That the AED be returned to MFAU should the Myerstown Police Department 

decide not to participate in the AED response program. 
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      Motion by Mr. Lutz:  Second by Mrs. Ebling:  To accept the AED from the 

Myerstown First Aid Unit.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Motion by Mrs. Allwein:  Second by Mr. Behm:  To have Sarah Carpenter take 

the Webinar for office routines being offered by the PSAB.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Motion by Mr. Lutz:  Second by Mr. Fox:  To have an amending ordinance 

drafted and advertised for passage amending Ordinance No. 808 – Traffic Ordinance.  

The amendment shall be for the Borough parking lot at Peach Alley.  The signs posted 

shall say, “Licensed and Registered Cars and Pickup Trucks ONLY.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 President Rittle adjourned the meeting at 10:44 p.m., prevailing time. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Dianna M. Dohner, Asst. Secretary 

 

 


